Biological function of prokineticins.
Secreted peptides have been implicated in diverse physiological functions. Prokineticins are a pair of regulatory peptides that signal through two highly homologous G protein-coupled receptors. Prokineticins possess a unique structural motif of five disulfide bonds and conserved N-terminal stretches. Diverse biological functions, ranging from development to adult physiology, have been attributed to prokineticins. Herein we provide an overview of current knowledge of this interesting pair of regulatory peptides.